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In Lincolnâ€™s Trident, Coast Guard historian Robert M. Browning Jr. continues his magisterial

series about the Unionâ€™s naval blockade of the Confederacy during the American Civil War.

Established by the Navy Department in 1862, the West Gulf Blockading Squadron operated from St.

Andrews Bay (Panama City), Florida to the Rio Grande River. As with the Navyâ€™s blockade

squadrons operating in the Atlantic, the mission of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron was to

cripple the Southâ€™s economy by halting imports and disrupting cotton exports, the Southâ€™s

main source of hard currency. The blockade also limited transportation within the South and

participated in combined operations with Union land forces.Â The history of the squadron comprises

myriad parts and players, deployed in a variety of missions across the thousand-mile-wide Western

Theater. From disorganized beginnings, the squadronâ€™s leaders and sailors had to overcome

setbacks, unfulfilled expectations, and lost opportunities. Browning masterfully captures the many

variables that influenced the strategic choices of Navy commanders as they both doggedly pursued

unchanging long-term goals as well as improvised and reacted to short-term opportunities.Â Notable

among its leaders was David Glasgow Farragut, believed by many to be Americaâ€™s greatest

naval hero, who led the squadron through most of the war and the climactic Battle of Mobile Bay.

Under his legendary leadership, the squadron not only sealed Confederate sea ports, but also made

feints and thrusts up the Mississippi River as far north as Vicksburg, Mississippi.Â Knowing the

Navyâ€™s role in isolating the Confederate economy and preventing the movement of troops and

supplies within the South is crucial to understanding of the outcomes of the Civil War, as well as the

importance of naval power in military conflicts. With thirty-five maps and illustrations, Lincolnâ€™s

Trident expounds upon an essential part of the Civil War as well as naval and American history.
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A summary of the review on StrategyPage.Com'Browning, the Chief of Coast Guard History and

author of two excellent books on the blockade of the Confederate Atlantic coast, takes on the

subject of the blockade in the western Gulf of Mexico, from Pensacola to the Rio Grande. His

well-written, very detailed account has many fine battle pieces, notably the running of the

Confederate batteries on the Mississippi below New Orleans and at Vicksburg, as well as the Battle

of Mobile Bay. While the treatment naturally tends to be dominated by the figure of David Farragut,

Browning does give us looks at the many other commanders on both sides, and at times he shows

how their personalities affected operations or command relationships, often negatively. Browning

covers strategic planning, technical problems (e.g., the short comings of the engines of the day),

logistical management (e.g., procuring coal), intelligence operations, ship handling, and more, all

the while avoiding technicalese, neatly fitting these often slighted aspects of naval operations into

the narrative. This is an excellent treatment of the blockade. 'For the full review, see

StrategyPage.Com

Great finish to the trilogy. Definitely worth the purchase but make sure and read the first two

volumes as well as they are equally great.
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